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Welcome!

We will provide a brief overview of the Working 
Lands Enterprise Initiative before discussion.

Please mute when not speaking.

Use the raise hand function to ask a question or 
share your ideas.

Or, type your question or comment in the chat. 

Thank you for joining us today!



What is the Working Lands 
Enterprise Initiative?

The mission of the Vermont Working Lands Enterprise Initiative is to strengthen and grow 

the economies, cultures, and communities of Vermont's working landscape. The Working 

Lands Enterprise Board achieves this by making essential, catalytic investments in critical 

leverage points of the Vermont farm and forest economy and facilitating policy 

development to optimize the agricultural and forest use of Vermont lands.

Á Created in 2012

Á Manages and invests roughly $1 million annually into agricultural and forestry-
based businesses

Á Awarded to date = $12 million

Á Fiscal Year 2023 = $1.6 million available for grants
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Who is Involved?
Farm, food and forest businesses in Vermont

State Agencies: 

ÁAgriculture, Food & Markets

ÁCommerce and Community Development

ÁDepartment of Forest Parks and Recreation 

Business assistance organizations: 

ÁVermont Agricultural Assistance Corp

ÁVermont Sustainable Jobs Fund

ÁVermont Housing and Conservation Board

Working Lands grant applications and contract proposals are reviewed and awarded 
through a competitive review process guided by industry, nonprofit, andgovernment 
stakeholders.
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Annual WLEI Grant Cycle
ÁJuly: State of Vermont Legislature and the Governor pass state budget and approve 

appropriation to the Working Land Enterprise Fund (WLEF) for upcoming fiscal year.

ÁJune-August: WLEB convenes annual symposium to strategize funding prioritization.

ÁAugust-September: Agency staff conduct outreach and webinars to provide guidance on 
the upcoming application process. 

ÁAugust-November: Grant Requests for Applications (RFAs) and contract Requests for 
Proposals (RFPs) open and are typically posted 3-5 weeks prior to application deadline. 
Subject matter experts and thought partners carefully review each completed 
application and provide a slate of recommendations to the WLEB. 

ÁNovember-April: WLEB makes final award decisions. Applicants notified by email in the 
order that RFAs were released and closed. Unsuccessful applicants receive feedback 
from the WLEB on their applications.

ÁDecember-May: Agency staff work with awardees to finalize grant agreement or 
contract criteria for awarded projects.
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Fiscal Year 2023 Funding 
Opportunities

Grants

Á Service Provider Grant ςopened August/closed September 23

Á Producer Association Grant ςopened August/closed September 23

Á Business Enhancement Grant (formerly known as Standard Business 
Grant) - opened September 23/closed October 28

Á ARPA Primary Producer Impact Grant ςpre-application opens 
November 9th/closes December 16th

Á Trade Show Assistance Grant ςWinter 2023

Contracts

Á Not offered this year for new candidates
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